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In the early medieval period a special class 'Samant' emerged.
It was a powerful section of the society. Its full development took place
only in the complete medieval period. The entire Rajput kingdom was
divided into small jagirdars. The administration of the jagirdars was in the
hands of the commoners. The feudatories were appointed to high state
posts. Keeping more and more feudatories was a hair of pride for the
emperors. There were 150 feudatories under Chahavan ruler Prithviraj
I, Kalichur Karna 136 and Chaulukya Kumar Pal had 72 feudatories. In
this way, the king used to rule through the feudatories instead of direct
rule over his subjects. The feudatories had their own courts and council
of ministers. Some powerful feudatories also had sub-samantas. Thus
the real responsibility of the power and security of the state was on the
feudatories. In the event of weakness of the central government, the
feudal lords used to behave arbitrarily. As a result, the central
government was getting relaxed. Thus the influence of the feudal lords
also played an important role in the socio-economic transformation of the

ancient Indian society.
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